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TRUCKS — LEACH HIGHWAY 

91. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier tell Parliament why he is refusing to take the additional 
$1.2 billion on offer from the commonwealth, on top of the $1.2 billion redirected elsewhere, to build the 
Perth Freight Link? It would eliminate the need for the Carrington Street upgrade, create 3 000 new jobs and make 
our roads safer across the southern area. 

Point of Order 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Supplementary questions are supplementary; they are short and to the point. That 
question was not short and it was not to the point. 
The SPEAKER: Has the Leader of the Opposition finished? 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Yes. 
The SPEAKER: Premier, were you going to table the document. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am more than happy to table the document. The opposition is always keen that we table 
documents. This one is great evidence of the fact that we are fixing the intersection at which this accident occurred. 
[See paper 287.] 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I am happy to answer what I understand the question posed by the Leader of the Opposition to be—that is, in 
regard to the contingent liability that the federal government set aside so that at some point there might be 
a prospect of building the Perth Freight Link. I note that the former Minister for Transport, the member for 
Bateman, said in 2016, and I quote, he had been instructed not to proceed with the Perth Freight Link. He can 
shake his head, but he should remember that is why he challenged the former Premier for the leadership. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Does he think we do not remember? I am pretty sure that he does. 
I also note that the federal Minister for Finance, Senator Mathias Cormann, said this about the former 
government — 

“They had three years to build the Perth Freight Link … 
He also stated — 

“I wish the previous state government had got cracking faster … we would have liked to see it built more 
quickly but it wasn’t built and now won’t be built.  

I think Senator Cormann was on to something. He is right. The previous government had the opportunity to build 
it; it did not build it. We went to the election not committed to that project and we will not be proceeding with that 
project. Instead, we will be proceeding with a range of other projects across Perth and the state. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call the Leader of the Opposition for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Instead, we will be proceeding with a range of other projects across Perth and across the 
regions of Western Australia. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the second time, Leader of the Opposition. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: What is more, as part of the processes under the federal government’s $10 billion rail 
funding scheme, we will be seeking more support for rail projects in Western Australia and in Perth, in particular. 
The SPEAKER: The member for Swan Hills was very quick on her feet. 
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